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QUOTE SECRET STATE 030364 

EXDIS MILITARY ADDRESSEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PINS, PFOR, ET 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR AIR SHIPMENT OF AMMUNITION 

REF: STATE 029630, ADDIS ABABA 1584 

1. FONMIN RIFLE, ON HIS LAST DAY IN WASHINGTON PRIOR 
TO RETURNING TO ETHIOPIA, ASKED URGENTLY TO SEE ACTING 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY MULCAHY (HUMMEL AND COOTE ALSO 
PRESENT). RIFLE TOLD MULCAHY THAT HE WAS UNDER 
INSTRUCTION OF EPMG TO INFORM USG OF POTENTIAL 
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PROBLEM OF AMMUNITION SHORTAGE IF FIGHTING PROLONGED 
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AND TO INQUIRE WHETHER USG COULD EXPEDITE SHIPMENT OF 
SUCH AMMUNITION. IN PARTICULAR EPMG WANTED AMMUNITION 
FOR M-14 RIFLES (7.62 CALIBER). F5A AIRCRAFT ( 20 MM.) 

AND FOR F-86 AIRCRAFT (50 CALIBER). 

2. MULCAHY SAID THAT USG WISHES TO DO WHAT IT CAN TO 
BE HELPFUL. HE SUGGESTED THAT MOD CONTACT MAAG 
REGARDING SPECIFIC ITEMS, INDICATING REQUIRED QUANTITY 
OF EACH. WE WOULD REQUEST OUR MAAG CHIEF TO DISCUSS 
PROBLEM WITH APPROPRIATE MOD OFFICIALS AND SUBMIT 
RECOMMENDATIONS. MULCAHY EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT 
CONTINUING DISCUSSIONS OF SUCH MATTERS IN ADDIS, 

IN ADDITION TO THOSE IN WASHINGTON, WOULD BE 
IN MUTUAL INTERESTS OF BOTH GOVERNMENTS. 

3. IN REPLY TO QUERY BY FONMIN AS TO FORM OF PAYMENT 
MULCAHY EXPRESSED VIEW THAT PREFERRED METHOD WOULD 
BE BY CASH. KIFLE THOUGHT EPMG WAS THINKING IN TERMS 
OF MIXED PROGRAM OF CASH PAYMENTS PLUS SOME GRANT 
(INCLUDING EXPEDITING ALREADY-ORDERED AMMUNITION 
FROM FY 74 GRANT MAP). FONMIN THEN ASKED IF THERE 
WOULD BE ANY OBJECTION TO OUR DELIVERY OF AMMUNITION 
BY AIR. MULCAHY EXPRESSED VIEW THAT AIR SHIPMENT 

TO ADDIS WOULD BE FEASIBLE, BUT OF COURSE AT EXTRA 
EXPENSE TO EPMG. 

4. EXPRESSING APPRECIATION, KIFLE SAID HE WOULD 
REPORT POSITIVE USG RESPONSE TO HIS GOVERNMENT. 

5. KIFLE NOTED THAT ARABS WERE NOW GIVING ALL-OUT 
SUPPORT TO ELF, WHICH MIGHT ENABLE INSURGENTS 

TO CARRY ON SUSTAINED EFFORT FOR SOME PERIOD OF 
TIME. WHEN ASKED HOW THE AFRICAN STATES VIEWED 
SITUATION, FONMIN CLAIMED THAT AFRICANS WERE 
SYMPATHETIC TO ETHIOPIAN POSITION. EPMG, HOWEVER, 

DID NOT PLAN TO RAISE PROBLEM FORMALLY AT FORTHCOMING 
OAU MEETING, BUT WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE DISCUSSING 
SITUATION BEHIND SCENES. MAJOR PROBLEM THESE DAYS 
IS THAT AFRICAN STATES ARE DESIROUS OF OBTAINING 
SIGNIFICANT ASSISTANCE FROM ARAB COUNTRIES, THUS 
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THEY WOULD PROBABLY BE RELUCTANT TO CRITICIZE ARABS 
PUBLICLY. 

6. APPROPRIATE ELEMENTS IN EMBASSY SHOULD APPROACH 
EPMG RE THIS REQUEST TO ENLIST MORE SPECIFIC INDICATION 
OF REQUIREMENTS. IN DOING SO, YOU SHOULD EXHIBIT 
POSITIVE AND FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE, SUBJECT TO REFERRAL 
OF SPECIFIC REQUESTS BACK TO WASHINGTON. DOD IS 
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URGENTLY INVESTIGATING AVAILABILITY OF VARIOUS TYPES 
OF AMMUNITION (ADDIS ABABA 1540). INGERSOLL UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 
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